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Kia ora whanau - nau mai ano: we’re back! The common

wisdom has always been that the weather improves when

school goes back. Over recent years, common wisdom has also

been that the weather deteriorates for Burt Munro

weekend: it’s been a 50/50 week so far…

Whole school powhiri…
You are invited to be part of our formal welcome for new

students and whānau to Waverley Park School for 2024: to be

held on Friday 16th February at 9.15am, on the school field

- weather pending (school hall otherwise)

We would love for any new whānau (parents / grandparents /

extended whānau) to come along to be welcomed with your

child, but we understand if this is not possible due to your

other commitments. Should you not be able to make it, Mrs

Hoffman and Miss Paulin will be looking after all new entrant

tamariki.

All new students, staff, and whānau who are able to attend,

are to meet outside the staffroom at school at 9.00am.

Whaea Raiha will be there to let you know how the

proceedings will go. Whānau, who are not new to the school,

but wish to be part of the powhiri; please just come along and

sit with us on the school side.

Following the powhiri, whānau are invited to have morning tea

kai in the staff room - to complete the powhiri process.

If you have any other questions, just see your child’s

classroom teacher.

We look forward to seeing those who can attend!

Ngā mihi nui,

Waverley Park School Staff and Tamariki
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Whole school powhiri - 9.15am

Nga Taonga starts - 11.00am

Assembly: Kia kaha - 10.10am

Swimming starts (Monday - Thursday)

Board of Trustees - 7.30pm in the staffroom

Last day of swimming

Phoenix Zone athletics

Phoenix Zone cancellation date

(or Assembly: Kia maia - 10.10am)

Southland Primary School Athletics Champs

Good Friday

Easter Monday

Assembly: Kia manawanui - 10.10am

Southland Anniversary Day

Term 1 ends (3.00pm)

Term 2 starts

Keeping the main thing, the main thing
Kotahitanga. He weka eke noa. We’re all in this together.

Physical, mental, and spiritual wellbeing has never been more

essential than in current times; especially for kids.

Whanau, community, respect, confidence, persistence; physical

wellbeing, fun, concern for others: all of these contribute to

being a well-rounded individual. It’s vital to continue to help our

kids develop the attributes that our school community identified

as being important to have, by the end of Year 6*.

(*The bigger the font, the more important the attribute is to our community)

The Waverley Park Maori Leavers profile - developed by whanau.

The Waverley Park Year 6 graduate profile - developed by year 6

students and parents

Welcome to…
Joining Whaea Awhi in room 8 this year, is final-year student

teacher Jordan Reedy - nau mai haere mai ki te kura tenei,

Jordan. Jordan will be in room 8 every week. He will also have

blocks of time when he is here everyday; just as Whaea Katy did

last year …and she’s still here! (And: the size of our staff men’s

support group could even double!)

How to
Call / txt: 03 217 9332 / 022 3179332

Messenger: Waverley Park School

Pay us online: 12 3154 0103559 00

New Minister - new rules…
We have (only very slightly) altered the “suggested” wording to

create the mandated “draft” policy (your input is most welcome):

“Phones away for the day”

“International research indicates some key challenges with cellphones

at school such as being a major distraction for our students. We

strongly recommend students do not bring these devices to

school with them. These rules are designed to ensure that the

learning of all students is maximised, while minimising any potential

for distraction and cyber-bullying.

Our approach is …

● phones (including smart watches) “away for the day”, meaning

the device should be turned off, and handed in to the teacher

to be locked away during the school day.

● If a student does need to bring their cellphone for emergency

contact or health reasons; this must be handed to the teacher to

be locked away. We understand that some parents like their

children to have a phone to communicate with them after school.

● Cellphones will be available for students during the after school

pick up time.

● It is important to note that if students do make the decision

to bring a cellphone to the school grounds, they do so at

their own risk. The school is not responsible for any loss or

damage caused to any cellphone.

If a parent or caregiver absolutely needs to make urgent contact

with their child during the day - call the school office: ALL of our

classrooms still have functioning phones in them.

Appropriate usage

There may be times when students will be able to access and use

their cellphones. However, this is the exception and will always be

closely monitored by teaching staff.

Learning activities

If cellphones are used for a learning activity, this will be at the

teacher's discretion and the phone's use will be supervised by a staff

member. Guidelines on appropriate usage still apply.

Health and emergency situations

Students with additional learning needs who use cellphones in class to

increase or improve their ability to participate and learn will be granted

an exemption. In matters related to a student's immediate health and

safety concerns, a parent or caregiver can apply at any time to the

principal for a period of exemption (eg: medical conditions or

protection issues).

Education outside the classroom (EOTC)

Whilst on school trips, phones should be switched off and placed in

their bags. Permission may be sought to use the camera, but other

mobile features should not be accessed.

Inappropriate usage

If we see a student using a personal digital device inappropriately or

without permission during the school day, we confiscate it. After the

student locks the device, we secure it in the school office to be

collected by a parent or guardian.

Breaches of the cellphone rules include (but are not limited to):

• using the device when not permitted

• any sort of bullying, including online bullying

• taking photos or videos of other people without their permission

• forwarding inappropriate messages or content.

If a student makes the decision to inappropriately use a cellphone

multiple times in a week, the cellphone will be confiscated and can

only be collected by a parent or caregiver following a discussion with

the (by then, probably quite tetchy) principal.

Please note: with all exemptions and exceptions, appropriate usage

guidelines and other relevant school rules still apply.”

Meantime; if you have a concern…
Schools are also required to publish from time to time, how

they handle concerns and complaints. Here’s how the

Waverley Park process runs:

Talk directly to the person concerned – tell them what the
problem is.

If that doesn’t seem to work … put it in writing to the person.
You will get a written response within three working days.

If that doesn’t seem to work … write to the principal (or the
Board of Trustees if it’s about the principal).

You will get a written response within five working days.

If that doesn’t seem to work… the issue will be considered at
the next scheduled monthly meeting of the full Board. You
will get a written response within five working days of that

meeting.

Until next week - ka kite,

Kerry Hawkins & staff

Waverley Park School – proud to be supported by the



Especially if it’s gonna be hot …
Remember to pack your
child’s water bottle…

because you know: he won’t
remember to!

BOOK club pamphlets have gone out this week.

Orders can be handed into the office or online at

Loop Orders Online

Orders close 21 February

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/parent/login.aspx

